HOMEWORK POLICY
Homework is an essential element of the learning/teaching process and the school considers doing homework a vitally important aspect of a student’s education.

The purpose of giving homework is:-

(i)
to reinforce and consolidate skills and understanding developed at school.

(ii)
to encourage students to study and learn on their own.

(iii)
to involve parents and guardians in the student’s learning and to keep them informed of the work student’s are doing

(iv)
to encourage lifelong learning.

(v)
to facilitate the potential for academic success a the realization of the potential of each student.

Responsibilities of the student.

Write down the assigned homework in their homework journal.

Have a minimum of one homework copy for each subject (unless otherwise specified)

Complete the homework assigned to the best of their ability and submit  it at the  time requested.

Always have their homework journal with them and get it signed weekly by parent/guardian

Students, who have been absent through illness or any other cause,  are expected to make a reasonable effort to find out what homework has been assigned and to complete it to the best of their ability.

Amount of time to be spent on homework

Taking breaks improves concentration levels while at study.   It is very beneficial to take a short break of 5 to 10 minutes after each 45/50 minutes spent at study.  

The following are guidelines on the recommended times students are to spend on study including breaks.

· First year students are expected to spend 1 to 2 hours per night.

· Second years and Junior Certs are expected to spend up to 3 hours  per night.

· Senior students should spend up to 3 hours 45 minutes with extra at the weekend.

Responsibilities of the Teacher

Teachers are expected to 

Regularly assign homework – preferably each day the teacher has class.

Give homework as an integral part of the class/syllabus

Ensure that homework reflects the aims of the syllabus and the level at which the student is capable of performing

The amount of homework assigned should be what can be reasonably completed by students.

Endeavour that students understand and know how to do the homework before leaving class.

Teachers are expected to monitor completion of homework but are not expected to mark every piece of work done.  This is especially true of senior classes where students are expected to take more responsibility for themselves and their study

Homework is not always written and may take different forms such as:



Oral/aural work



Project work



Study



Investigations/research

Teachers are expected to keep records of students who fail to do assigned homework.

Parents will be informed if students repeatedly fail to do assigned homework.  This can be done using the homework journal and/or the standard “homework not done” letter.  See attached letter)
Teachers will inform Year Head if a student systematically fails to do homework.  The Year Head/Teacher may request meeting with parents to discuss repeated failure to do homework.

Teachers are expected to acknowledge and commend commitment, effort and excellence across all ability levels in student homework assignments.

Punishment lines must never be given as homework.

Extra homework must not be given as punishment.

Responsibilities of Parents 

Parents/Guardians are expected to, as far as possible, to provide a reasonably peaceful, suitable place in which students can do their homework away from the distractions of TV, playstations etc.

Encourage students to complete all homework and check it regularly.

Sign the homework journal once a week.

Parents/Guardians should communicate with teachers via school diaries, letters etc. when problems arise.

The school does not think it appropriate for students to undertake remunerated work during school term time as this may interfere with their ability to complete homework and study.

This Homework Policy is subject to periodic review.

St. Brendan’s College,

Killarney,

Co. Kerry.



Date:-

HOMEWORK

	Student’s Name
	
	Class:
	

	Subject:
	
	Teacher:
	


Dear Parents,

This letter is to let you know that your son,                       often/regularly does not attempt/complete homework tasks assigned to him.  He has been repeatedly made aware of the importance of homework and has received every encouragement.

Not doing assigned homework will have a detrimental effect on his educational progress, so I am asking you to again impress on him the importance of co-operating in class and completing homework assignments.

Please acknowledge that you have received this letter by signing below and returning to me by post.

Yours sincerely,

_______

Teacher.

-------------------- --------------------( -------------------- --------------------

	Signature of parent:
	
	Date:
	

	Son’s Name
	
	Class:
	
	Teacher:
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